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MEM IE R of PARLIAMENT. 


> 


Hon. SIX, 


HE Project which you 
thought vain and Chimeri- 
cal when I had the Honour to pro- 
poſe it to You, I have, in Obedi- 
ence to your Commands, drawn up 
in ſome Sort of Method, and now 
put into your able and honeſt Hands, 
wiſhing you Succeſs in effectuating 
a Scheme ſo ſure to promote the 
good of your Country, and your 


own Satis faction and Honour. 


1 am, 


SIR, @&c. 


SECTION LI 


PRELIMINARY. 


s one Day out of Seven hag 
been ſet apart for publick Wor- 
ſhip, from the Creation of the 
World, many People, ſubject to 
Prejudices of Education, or having a Taſte 
for Antiquity, or being Lovers of Cleanli- 
neſs *, or from ſome other Motives, are 


— — 


® See Dr. Swi/?'s Reaſons againſt aboliſhing Chriſtianity. 
ſuppoſed 


BE 
ſuppoſed to deſire the Continuance of this 
old Cuſtom, and to wiſh that it may not 
be quite aboliſhed at laſt. 


But toproceed, with due Caution, I could 
wiſh that the Senſe of the Nation on this 
Subject were taken, not collectively, but 
diſtributively, which may eaſily be done 
by Writs iſſued to the returning Officers 
of all Counties, Cities, and larger Corpo- 
rations (the very little Burroughs may be 
neglected, as being like the infiniteſſimal 
Quantitics in Fluxions, too inconſiderable 
to be regarded in Computation, and be- 
ing alſo notoriouſly ſubject to Miſrepre- 
ſentation +.) All others who have a Right 
to Vote for Members of Parliament might 
give their Votes, as in Caſe of three Can- 
didates, either for a ſtricter Sunday; for a 
moderately-decent Sunday; or for no Swn- 
day at all. 


— — 
* 
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* The rotten Part of the Conſtitution. Burnet s Hiſtory 
of his own Time. - 
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I am by Inclination for a ſtricter Sunday, 
but the known Moderation of the eſta- 
bliſhed Church, and the abundant Candor 
of moſt of its greateſt Ornaments, exempt 
them from all Suſpicion of ever conſent- 
ing to the leaſt Shadow of Rigour, and 
the good old breed of ſerious religious 
Puritans is almoſt extinct on this Side 
Tweed, having dwindled into that of the 
pert, careleſs, modiſh, ſemi-free-thinking 
Diſſenter. 


Foreſeeing therefore what a poor Figure 
our Party is like to make on a Poll- 
Book, I think it adviſeable to transfer our 
Votes and Intereſt, and thereby ſecure 


the Election of the Moderately-decent 
Sunday. 


For nowithſtanding the great Arrogance 
and vain boaſts of the third Party, I have 


often obſerved, in walking along Cheap- 


fide or Fleet-fireet, that one Fool or a Mad- 
man always makes more Noiſe than an 
hundred ſober Paſſengers ; computing our 


Adverſaries 


[8-1 

Adverfaries Strength by this Rule, I am 
confident we ſhall out-poll them by a 
very great Majority. If the Publick is al- 
ready convinced of the Certainty and Ac- 
curacy of my Calculation, all the above- 
mentioned Trouble is ſaved, and I am at 
Liberty to proceed with my Project. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 


Y a Moderately-decent Sunday, which 

I now conſider as duly elected, I 
mean ſuch a kind of Sunday, as has been 
in Faſhion for ſome Years paſt, a Sun- 
day on which about one fourth Part of the 
People meet, in publick Places of Wor- 
ſhip, to pray for themſelves and the other 
three Parts, who are ſleeping, yawning, 
tipling, ſotting, ſwearing, whoring, or co- 
zening one another the while, 


I have now fixed the Idea of my Sub- 
jet, with the utmoſt Preciſion, but have 
the Mortification to diſcover, that young 
Mr. ExoT1c thinks me a ſtupid old 
ſuperſtitions Bigot for writing in its De- 
fence. 


That hopeful young Gentleman having 
imported from his Travels near a Quarter 


as many new Sentiments as fine Waiſtcoats, 
B has 
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has greatly improved my Underſtanding. 
When I communicated my Deſign to him, 
he told me, with a Smile expreſſive of in- 
finite Pity, that he was ſorry I was not 
better acquainted with the Manners of fo- 
reign Nations ; that Abroad neither Pro- 
teſtants nor Papiſts ſcruple going to Balls, 
Plays, Operas, Maſquerades, or Card-Aſ- 
ſemblies on a Sunday, and he thought it 
might not only leſſen the Prejudices of 
the Romaniſts, and pave the Way to their 
Reformation, but cement and unite the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, if we would abate a lit- 
tle of our Strictneſs. 


What an Advantage it is to keep good 
Company ! I now underitand what I never 
could have apprehended without this K E v, 
the Meaning of ſome very faſhionable 
Phraſes, viz. enlarged Views, extenſive 
Notions, vaſt, boundleſs Benevolence and 
Candor. 
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APOLOGETICA L£. 


Cannot forbear offering a Word or two 

in Excuſe, for the old Mumpfimus 
Way of keeping Sunday, though it is quite 
foreign to my Purpoſe, as I am not plead- 
ing for any Degree of Strictneſs, and ap- 
prove of a foreign Sunday, much better than 
none at all, but give me Leave to ſay, it is 
poſſible that all fine Gentlemen may not be 
ſufficiently verſed in the Hiſtory of their 
own Country, to make fair Allowances for 
the Diſadvantages of the Engliſʒ Reforma- 
tion. Our Sovereign having quarrell'd 
with the Pope, No Matter why, encou- 
raged a Sett of poring College-bred Divines 
to reform the Church of England, and they, 
poor Men, in that Work, regarded no- 
thing but the Scriptures, and the Practices 
of the Primitive Church. Set now in con- 
traſt with their Caution, the happy Teme- 
rity of the Painter, who had drawn a fine 
Horſe, but could not expreſs a bit of Froth, 
B 2 till 
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till he threw his Spunge in a Pet, and happi- 
ly hit the Picture on the Lip; and it will 
plainly appear why foreign Proteſtants had 
a much better Chance for lucky Hits than 
We. I know it is uſual to aſcribe the Ad- 
vantages which they have over us, to Pro- 
vidence, and I do not decline the Expreſſion 
for want of Complaiſance, but becauſe I 
hear, that obſolete Word was carefully ex- 
punged by the great Critic, who corrected 
a late famous Voyage. It cannot, however, 
be denied, that it was good Policy not to 
let the Romaniſts engroſs the Allurement of 


Sunday-ſports. 


Yet I wiſh our fine Gentlemen could for- 
give the Memory of their Anceſtors for ha- 
ving temporized, and given way a little to 
the Prejudices of a brave rough People, 
which might be more neceſſary in thoſe 
Days, than fince the diſcovery of a Method 


of getting into Parliament without their 
good Opinion, 
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Recantatory and Characteriſtic. 


Find myſelf in the unhappy Situation, 

in which I have with Concern beheld 
many of my honour'd Cotemporaries, 
who are apt to be warmed by their Sub- 
je, before they get Maſters of it, like an 
unſkilful Blackſmith, who burns his Fin- 
gers by vain Endeavours to ſhape his Maſs. 
In a ſecond Converſation with young Mr. 
ExoOorTIc, I am informed that Foreigners, 
notwithſtanding their Allowance of Even- 
ing-Diverſions, keep Sundays much more 
religiouſly than We do, and that Abroad, 
it is both very diſgraceful, and very uncom- 
mon for any Perſon, without a neceſſary 
Cauſe, to be abſent from divine Service. 
In great Joy, I told my agreeable Compa- 
nion, that no Method of enlarging Know- 
ledge can ever hurt Religion, in a Mind 
endued by Nature with found Judgment, 
on which Advantage I congratulated him; 
that a Sunday-Evening might doubtleſs be 


ſpent 
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ſpent as innocently at a Ball, or a Concert, 
as in the idle Chat, which fills up ſome va- 
cant Time in the moſt Religious Families: 
But I lamented the aukwardneſs of our 
home-bred Country Gentlemen and Ladies, 
who are ſo very outre in their Affecta- 
tion of Pcliteneſs, as vaſtly to outgo the 
elegant Originals they ſtrive to imitate; 
that having but little Taſte for Operas, or 
Maſquerades, and few Opportunities of 
enjoying ſo much as a Ball, except on the 
Country-race-night, which doth not hap- 
pen on a Sunday, and yet looking upon 
themſelves to have as good a Right to 
expreſs their Contempt of the Sabbath as 
others, they are reduced to the brutiſh and 
ſlovenly Method of profaning the whole 
Day. How oft has Joy ſparkled in the 
round roſy Face of Squire Bumlin, when, 
at the Beginning of the Week he has con- 
trived a diſtant Viſit, or a Journey to fetch 
Home a Dog, for the following Sunday 
And oft have my Bowels yearned with ſym- 
pathetic Pain, for good old Madam his Mo- 
ther, when ſhe has ſat wriggling, ſkrew- 
ing and making of wry Faces with the 

Cholick 


Wis 
Cholick on a Saturday, becauſe Sunday is 
the Day, ſet apart by the Family Polite- 
neſs, for a Day of taking Phyſic. 


As my Friend's important Features began 
to ſhorten into a Smile, at theſe groteſque 
Figures, I ventured to proceed, with juſt 
the ſame extravagance of Imitation as do 
the poor Fellows who. are hanged after 
every Aſſizes, imitate our Gentry, con- 
cluding that People of the firſt Figure in 
their Country, would not take ſo much 
Pains to diſplay Irreligion, if they did not 
think all Religion and moral Duty a 
Bam, and why ſhould not we, fay they, 
take the Advantage of the new Principles, 
as well as our Betters? Now, Sir, added I, 
you innocent Innovators ought at leaſt to 
make loud and frequent Declarations, and 
ſhew by your own Example, in attending 
publick Worſhip, that you do not mean to 
renounce all Religion by your Sumday-Even- 
ing Diverſions, which though in them- 
ſelves abſolutely innocent, are in England, 
very ſcandalous. How! ſcandalous! ſaid 
he, Why my Lord and the Duke of 

Interrupting 
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Interrupting him, I endeavoured to ex- 
plain the Nature of Scandal, would have 
made him ſenſible of the Apoſtle's Gene- 
roſity, in declaring, I will cat no Fleſh 
while the World ſtandeth, leaſt I make my 
Brother to offend *, and the great Cruelty of 
miſleading the Judgment of the Ignorant 
to their final Ruin. I aſked what Puniſh- 
ment he thought a Man would deſerve 
who for the Sake of diverting himſelf 
ſhould lead a poor benighted Traveller to 
a Precipice, and not prevent his Fall. But 
he thought every one has enough to do to 
take Care of one ; that it is but a Joke for a 
Man to appear worſe than he is ; that if ſtu- 
pid People cannot fee through it, it is their 
own Fault; and that the Vulgar ought to 
be damn'd, if they preſume to pry into the 
Conduct of the Great. 


Finding 1 had no farther Information 
to get out of him, and that He would as 
ſoon part with his feathered Hat as with 
this his only Way of diſtinguiſhing him- 
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1 Cor. viii. 13. 


ſelf, 


1 


ſelf, I reminded him, what a pertinacious 
Endeavour to introduce Sunday-ſports once 
coſt an Archbiſhop, who was alſo a firſt 
Miniſter, a wiſer Head than moſt who 
have appeared on that Side of the Queſ- 


tion, I feared the attempt hath not added 
much to the Popularity of ſome, who have 
adorned high Stations fince. But Heaven 
avert the Omen ] May all polite and inge- 
nious Heads, tail'd, bagg'd, or toapee'd, 
be ever too handſome and too much ad- 
mired, to be put on a Foot with Heads 
that have been taken off . He left me in 
Wrath. 


— 


ge it known unto Poſterity that my ingenious Brother 
Projector Mr. Foo, to the great Honour and unſpeakable 
Conſolation of our Fraternity, hath acquir'd a genteel liveli- 
hood by making, or taking off Faces, which he performs 
not with Plaiſter of Paris, but his own natural Muſcles. 
The ſame great Artiſt hath alſo turned his Hands to the 
more lucrative Trade of Matches, made not of old Cards or 
Chips of Deal, but other cheap and combuſtible Materials. 


_— — 
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ARGUMENTATIFE. 


AN is an Animal naturally fond of 

* Mimickry ; hence the Great have 
a Right to ſet Faſhions, and it is the Duty 
of Inferiors to imitate them; the only 
Duty perhaps which Men are always in the 
Humour to diſcharge. 


The Nimbleneſs of Imitation keeps the 
Invention of Originals always on the 
Stretch, and the + Toe of the Peaſant 
comes ſo near the Heel -of the Courtier 
that it galls his Kibes. The Great, to do 
them Juſtice, quit new Faſhions for newer, 
as faſt as they do their Miſtreſſes, as they 
perceive others are getting into them, but 
the Vulgar make all the Speed they can af- 
ter them. Vices no more than Diſeaſes 
will ſtop with the Great; for bad Ha- 
bits are as infectious by Example, as the 


— — 
ä 
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* win lixoy f Ariftetle's Poeticks. + Shakeſpear. 
Plague 
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Plague itſelf by Contact. In free Coun- 
tries at leaſt, it is a Branch of Liberty 
claimed by the People to be as wicked 


and as profligate as their Superiors. Thus 
while the Nobleman will emulate the 


Grandeur of a Prince; and the Gentle- 
man will aſpire to the proper State of a 
Nobleman ; the Tradeſman ſteps from be- 
hind his Counter into the vacant Place of 
the Gentleman. Nor doth the Confuſion 
end here, it reaches the very Dregs of the 
People. It gives me ſome uneaſy forebo- 
dings for the Fate of Sunday, to obſerve 
how the two great Neceſſaries of Life, Food 
and Raiment, have been treated by the Fa- 
ſhion. Is there a more graceful or majeſtick 
Ornament than the Shoulder-belt in old 
Pictures? Yet when the Great condeſcend- 
ed to quit this Garb to the Uſe of their 
Inferiors, they left it off too, and I ap- 
prehend, it is worn by Choice, and merely 
as an Ornament by none, for Dragoons 


— 


— 
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* Fielding's Enquiry into the Cauſes of the Increafe of 
Robbers, | 
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cannot ſling their Carbines, nor Sowgelders 
carry their Horns without it. 


At the Inſtallation Feaſt of George Ne- 
wil *, Archbiſhop of York, Anno Dom. 
1466, Bitters, Heronſews, Egrets and 
Porpoiſes were eat in Plenty. But no ſuch 
Diſhes are now dreſſed either at Pontack's, 
or Lebecł's- Head. I queſtion indeed whe- 
ther ® Mr, Chloe could gook them, or whe - 
ther his Grace would like them, if he 
could. If his Grace has a Mind to con- 
vince me, I ſhall be glad to wait on him 
when there may be Room for me to come 
in for a Taſte of his Favour. 


From the aforeſaid Principle it follows, 
that if ever publick Worſhip ſhould get 
quite out of Faſhion amongſt the Great, it 
cannot poſſibly continue long amongſt the 
Vulgar. The Diſſenters may perhaps have 
a little Advantage from the Spirit of Con- 
tradition, which keeps their Flocks toge- 
ther, but that will not much avail them ; 


— 
— — 


— 
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ria: Codirums Biſhops. + Cook to the Duke of V. 
and 
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and in Country Churches the Congregation 
muſt, in that Caſe, conſiſt of only the Par- 
ſon and his Family, and the Clerk; ex- 
cept where the Parſon has an handſome 
Daughter or two to ogle the young Farmers. 


The learned Mr. Bode-ill, who is a lit- 
tle apt to ſee Things in the worſt Light, 
computes, that in three hundred Years, the 
Words Litany, Creed, Sacrament, Ce. 
will be as obſolete, and as little underſtood, 
as Heronſews and Egrets are now, and that 
ſome future Antiquarian, rifing up in the 
true Genius of Free-thinking, determined 
to believe nothing which he can find any 
ſhuffling Excuſe for diſbelieving, and ob- 
ſerving monumental - Inſcriptions, on the 
mouldering Remains of the Walls of 
Churches, will roundly deny that thoſe ve- 
nerable Buildings were ever intended for 
any other Uſe but that of Burying Places, 
or that there ever were ſuch Things as 
Pulpits, Reading-Deſks, or Communion- 
Tables. | 


SECT, 
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Hate ſuch gloomy Reveries, and ſcarce 
report them without Horror. God 
Almighty will, doubtleſs, take Care to 
preſerve the Uſe of Church-Yards, and 
Man will retain the Uſe of Churches too, 


until He is ſunk lower into Brutality, than 


I believe a rational Nature is in general 
capable of ſinking ; whatever may be the 
Conduct of a few wretched Individuals. 


It is alſo plain from the conſtant Rota- 
tion of Faſhions that Religion muſt come 
into Vogue again. 


J think, moreover, that I underſtand 
the Prophecies as well as Mr. Bode-ill, and 
it appears to me from thence, that the 
Kingdom of Antichriſt ſtruck Root in Po- 
pery, ſprung up in Mahometiſm, then put 

forth 
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forth its * variegated Leaves in the many 
- abſurd, ridiculous and impious Whims of 
both Popiſh and Proteſtant Sets. Orders 
and freakiſh Writers, is now in a State of 
Maturity, ripening its acurſed Fruit in 
Deiſm, or Antichriſtianity undiſguiſed, and 
will ſoon be blaſted by the Breath of God's 
Diſpleaſure. 


In the mean Time the Enemies of 
Chriſtianity have the Pleaſure to obſerve 
their ſubtle Tincture reach to the very 
Extremities of the Body Politick. We 
have in the Country, J aſſure you, Thanks 
to their indefatigable Laboure, many ſur- 
prizing Adepts, who can neither write, 
read, nor run of an Errand, and yet are 
quite too Cunning to go to Church or 
Meeting-Houſe, and when aſked a Rea- 
ſon of their Conduct, reply in 1r;/, they 
believe they are as good as their Betters, 
meaning their Superiors. 


— _ — — — 
— „ 


* Which Variety Men of enlarged Notions, and un- 
bounded Candor, think very beautiful ; in my Eye they 
have juſt the ſame degree of Beauty, as Spots on the Belly 


of a Toad, 
abſurd 
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I am fo far of their Opinion, as to main- 
tain that the loweſt Wretch who turns In- 
fidel upon Authority, is a better Man than 
any of his Seducers, and gives a wiſer Rea- 
ſon for his Conduct, than has yet been gi- 
ven by any Advocate for that Cauſe. 


I am really apprehenfive, that ſome 
young Gentlemen are weak enough to ima- 
gine that Diſcoveries in Favour of Infide- 
lity have been made by Writers of that 
Claſs; I wiſh they would chooſe Books 
with the ſame Care and Sagacity with 
which they chooſe Horſes. If a Horſe 
boggles, and ftarts and jumps out of the 
beaten Path, they know it is not becauſe 
he ſees better than other Horſes, but be- 
cauſe he ſees worſe. Having communica- 
ted this apt Simile to a ſenſible Friend cf 
mine, who ſometimes ſells or buys a 
Horſe at Northampton, he tells me that the 
honeſter Fraternity of Horſe-Courſers (who 
love to give ſoft Names to faulty Things 
as well as thoſe clumſier Bites who would 
jockey us out of our Religion) now gene- 

rally 


1 
rally call a Horſe that is going blind a Free- 
thinker. 


Finally it is to be wiſhed that Gentlemen 
conſcious of no Virtues, would conſult their 
own Intereſt more in the Choice of their 
Vices. If they have no Religion, it might 
be worth while to keep up a little formal 
outward Appearance of it for the Sake of 
preſerving their Property. It can never be 
for their Intereſt to encourage all their Te- 
nants and Tradeſmen to turn Cheats, and 
their Servants Street-Robbers, or Murder- 
ers. Hypocriſy, though an odious Vice, is 
not ſo deſtructive to human Society, as its 
oppolite. It is in the Language of Apothe- 
caries, a Succedaneum to all the Virtues. 


D SECT. 
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LEGISLATIYE. 


AVING ſufficiently deſcribed the 
Diſtemper and its Cauſes, I now 
83 a Cure, which until the Nation 
ſhall grow wiſer and better, I deſpair of 
obtaining, without the Authority of Par- 
liament; Nam in vitium libertas excidit & 


vim dignam lege regi. 


I therefore have prepared rough Sketches 
of two Bills, which I am ſenſible are ca- 
pable of many Amendments. 


The Country SUNDAY Bill. 


BILL for the more effectually 
limiting and reſtraining the Profa- 
nation of the Lord's Day, and for a more 
proper Diſtribution of the Benefits and Ad- 
vantages ariſing from late Improvements in 
Religion and Morality. 


WHEREAS 


E&@ 7 


WHEREAS it hath been found by 
long Experience that the Reſort of com- 
mon People to Churches and Meeting- 
Houſes on the Lord's-Day conduces to the 
Health, the decent Looks and good Beha- 
viour of ſuch People, and to the Peace and 
Proſperity of this Nation, eſpecially as 
thereby many of the Nobility and prin- 
cipal Gentry, have from Time out of 
Mind, and at all Times, enjoyed the Pri- 
vilege and Opportunity of travelling on 
the High-road, without Let, Hindrance, 
Moleſtation, or Interruption on that Day. 


Ax D WHEREAS the ſaid Noble and 
Honourable Perſonages have cf late found 
themſelves greatly incommoded by Crowds 
of inferior People travelling on Sundays, 
ſome of whom aſſuming to themſelves the 
laced and flowered Waiſtcoats, together 
with the courtly Oaths and confident Stare 
belonging to People of Quality, often turn 
them out of the Road, or getting into Inns 
before them, eat up all the plentiful Sun- 
day-Dinners, to the Amazement of the af- 

D 2 frighted 
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frighted Inn-keepers, whereby the faid 
noble and honourable Perſonages are every 
Lord's-Day in danger of being ſtarved by 
Taylors, Fidlers, Mountebanks, Strollers, 
Poets, Authors, Attornies, Catchpoles, 


Counterfeit and Real Captains, Fortune- 
hunters, Jriſb-Evidences, Informers, Vote- 


jobbers, Pimps, Gameſters, Jockeys, Sharp- 
ers, Cockers, Smockers and Fox-hunters, 
and Perſons of all other Trades and Profeſ- 
fions, and of none at all, infeſting the pub- 
lick Roads on a Sunday. 


For remedying the aforeſaid Evil, it is 
propoſed that it be enacted, That all Per- 
ſons travelling on a Sunday ſhall pay treble 
Fees at every Turnpike which they ſhall 
go through; except Mid wives, Surgeons, 
Boneſetters, and Tooth-drawers; and ſuch 
Perſons as ſhall produce to the Keepers of 
the ſaid Turnpikes, Certificates that they 
have made Oath before one of his Majeſty's 
Juſtices of the Peace, that they dare not 
travel on any other Day. Saving alſo and 
reſerving unto all the Nobles, Peers, and 
Members of the honourable Houſe of Com- 
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mons, and their Servants, all their uſual 
Priviledges ſacred, entire and inviolable. 
And that the Poet Laureat (the Licencer of 
Plays, or ſome other important Court · Offi- 
cer whoſe Salary may want mending) ſhall 
have Power to grant Licences to Ladies and 
other People of Quality, not having Pri- 
viledge of Parliament, to empower ſuch 
as he thinks proper to Travel on a Sunday. 


AND to the end that common People 
may not be at a Loſs for Practices ſuitable 
to their Rank whereby they may ex- 
preſs their Irreligion, It is further propoſed 
to be enacted, that no Proſecution be car- 
ried on for Tipling, Dancing, and roaring 
at Alehouſes, nor for Poaching, ſnaring of 
 Hares, tunnelling of Partridges, robbing 
Fiſh-ponds, or Rabbet-warrens, or other 
common Sunday Diverſions, by any Lord 
of a Manor, Eſquire, or Country-Gentle- 
man; or before any Juſtice of the Peace 
who ſhall appear to act on the fame Princi- 
ples with the Perſon proſecuted, by travel- 
ling or gaming on the Lord's-Day. 
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* REMARK on the ſaid BILL. 


F this Bill ſhould have the good For- 
tune to paſs into a Law, how will it 
illuſtrate the modeſt Eſtimation of them- 
ſelves, which many diſcreet and opulent 
Merchants, Tradeſmen, and others will 
diſplay, by abſtaining from Sabbath-break- 
ing to fave a Shilling, who would not do 
it to fave their own Souls! 


24 REMARK. 


T may be objefted that the Penalty 

in this Bill bears no Proportion to 
the Crime. But the Britt Legiſlature 
have often ſhewn their Magnanimity and 
love of Liberty, by allotting light Puniſh- 
ments to great Crimes, as the Act againſt 
Blaſphemy the gth and 1oth of Villiam 
III. puniſhes that Crime with no heavier 
Stroke, than the Loſs of an Office, if 
the Offender happens to have one. The 
Wiſdom of the Legiſlature hath indeed 
ſometimes judged it neceſſary to exceed 
this 
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this Lenity in puniſhing, otherwiſe a Man 
might have committed Treaſon for a 
Fine of a Groat, which would have been 
a great Comfort to thoſe pretty Fellows 
who lately plumed in Plad-Waiſtcoats. 


SECT. 
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SE C T. VIII. 


The Tun SUNDAY Bill. 


A B I LL to reſtrain, limit and appro- 
priate exceſſive Gaming on the Lord's 


Day, 1 the Cities of London and 
Weſtminſter. 


WHEREAS it has been diſcovered by 
certain great and noble Perſons of a Ge- 
nius ſuperior to the reſt of Mankind, im- 
proved by large extenſive way of Think- 
ing, acquired in their Travels through fo- 
reign Realms, that playing at Cards is the 
moſt proper Employment for People of 
Quality on the Lord's-Day, as the Silence 
and Quiet uſually preſerved on that Day 
contributes to the playing the divine 
Game of Whiſt in the utmoſt Perfection; 
and the ſaid noble Perſons might have ob- 
tained a Patent with exclufive Priviledges 
for the ſole Uſe of their wonderfully 1m- 
ported Diſcovery, which they generouſly 
declined, confiding too much in the Mo- 

deſty 
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deſty of their Fellow- Subjects, whereby it 
is become notorious that playing at Cards 
on the Lord's-Day is now as common a- 
mongſt Apprentices, Porters, Scavengers, 
Bawds, Pickpockets and Beggars, as a- 
mongſt the Nobility and People of Quality 
themſelves, who are thereby in Danger of 


being deprived of this their moſt valued 
Diſtinction. 


Fo x preventing the faid Abuſe it is 
propoſed that it be enacted, That no Per- 
ſon do preſume to play at Cards on a Sun- 
day with common Cards, under the Penalty 
of 1007. for every ſuch Offence, one half 
to the Informer, to be recovered by In- 
formation or Action, &c. But that Qua- 
lity-Sunday - Cards be provided with a new 
Stamp *, for which a Duty of one Guinea 


—W.. 


— 


—— m 
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* It is humbly recommended to the Commiſſioners of 
the Stamp-Office that the Device of the new Stamp of theſe 
Quality-Swnday-Cards, be Fortune ſtanding on her Wheel 
at the Bottom of St. Pau/*s-Charch-yard, with ſome little 
Figures, properly decorated with Coronets and Garters 
kneeling at her Pedeſtal, with their Backs towards the 
Church: The Zxurge, Nabil. querund. Briran. Rel. 


E per 


( 34 ] 


per Pack, ſhall be paid by the Makers or 
Sellers of the ſaid Cards: And the better to 
diſtinguiſh the faid Quality-Sunday-Cards 
from the common Week-day Cards, it 
may be enacted, that the Court-cards in 
them * be painted with new and more 
proper Attitudes and Devices than have been 
in Uſe heretofore. 


AND it is further propoſed to be en- 
ated, that no Gambler, Sharper, Hat- 
fnatcher, or Pickpocket ſhall be convicted 
for exerciſing any Branch of the faid dex- 
trous Callings upon any Perſon returning 
on a Sunday-Evening from his indevout 
Exerciſes, at a certain noted Houſe in Pall- 
Mall, known by the Sign of the Cocoa- 
Tree; or another notorious Chocolate- 
Houſe, in the next Street, denominated 


2 


* For Inſtance, the Knave of Clubs may wear a Red, or 
a Blue Garter, and ſhake a Box to a Table of Footmen. 


The Queen of Hearts may lay her Leg careleſsly over 
the Lap of a Few, with a Rollcau in his Eiand.------I hope 
_ the-ingenious Mr. Hogarth, will take the Trouble to deſign 
the Portraits of the reſt of the Court Cards in the ſame 
Taſte. 


from 
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from one White; but that it be ſufficient 
for the Criminal, or his Council, to give 
in Evidence that the Perſon pretending to 
have been aggrieved, appeared to have been 
a Brother by the Place which, he came 
from, and to quote the antient Apothegm 
of St. Lewis, Let Dogs eat Dogs. 


3 SECT. 
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$RKCT. IK 


COURT SCANDAL. 


HE Vicar is juſt come to me, He 
looks ſtrangely diſturbed, the Tears 
ſtand in his Eyes. What is the Matter, 
Sir, Is your Wife dead? No, no, ſays he, 
that would have been but a private Loſs, 
but pray read this, ſhewing me the Story 
of the Earl of Huntington's * Daughter, in 
the third Volume of Mr. Whifton's Me- 
moirs, Well, but you do not believe this 
Story? Sir, ſaid I, do you? No, Sir, ſays 
he, I do not believe any of the Royal Fa- 
mily ever ſent ſuch a Meſſage, but it ſhocks 
me extreamly that any Body about the 


One of the Daughters of the Earl of Huntington, was 
recommended to be a Maid of Honour to one of our Prin- 
ceſſes, and was accepted of, but only on this Condition, 
that ſhe muſt comply with the Princeſs in playing at Cards 
on the Lords-Day ; but her Mother, who did not approve of 
ſuch a Profanation of that Holy Day, having forbidden her 
Daughter to game upon it, and the Daughter having ac- 
cordingly promiſed not to game, ſhe was rejected on that 
Account. P. 172. 


Court 
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Court ſhould dare to banter the too pious 
Counteſs of Huntington by a Lye fo very 
ſcandalous and injurious to one of our moſt 
excellent, virtuous, and religious Prin- 
ceſſes. But, dcubtleſs, added he, ſome of 
the Biſhops have told the Princeſſes how 
they have been aſperſed, and they to bo- 
ſure have puniſhed the Author of this de- 
teſtable Calumny. Compoſed a little with 


this Thought, he took my Pen, and wrote 
the following Memorial. 


SECT, 


1 
SECT. X. 


IMILITART MEMORIAL. 


Oraſmuch as in the War which the 
Church Militant is bound continually 
to wage againſt the World, the Fleſh, and 
the Devil, it ſeemeth not meet that we 
Country Chriſtians, the Forlorn Hope of the 
Army, ſhould be left alone to attack the Ene- 
my's Batteries, while our General and Field- 
Officers content themſelves with patrolling 
unmoleſted, and parading magnificently 
round and about the Enemies Head-quar- 
ters. I, an humble Subaltern, yet a Self- 
commiſſioned Agitator in the ſaid Army, do 
with great Deference and Submiſſion re- 
commend to our Commanders, the hold- 
ing a Council of War for the Undertaking 
ſome Action of Eclat, which may ſtop 
the Progreſs of the Enemy ; for the pre- 
venting or puniſhing Mutiny and Deſertion ; 
and ordering divers Matters of great Im- 


portance to the Subſiſtance and Diſcipline of 
the Army. 


The 
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The firſt complaint to be laid before the 
Council is, that our Engineers impatient of 
Inaction, and for want of more proper Em- 
ployment, betray a violent Inclination to 
attack our own Batteries: The moſt ſkilful 
of them have been opening Trenches * before 
our little Fortreſs of Moſaic Proſpect, longer 
than the Greeks lay before Troy. 


Another ſoon got his Brains daſhed out 
in erecting an Hornwork againſt Primitive 
Wonderficld. But however unſucceſsful 
theſe Schemes may be, as deſtroying Out- 
works is much eafier than defending them, 
and the demoliſhing Scheme is well adapt- 
ed to the Courage, Induſtry and Abilities 
of ſome very polite Chieftains. It daily 
gets ground, eſpecially in the Eſteem of 
ſuch as are leaſt acquainted with Fortifica- 
tions and Gunnery, who are in Hopes of 
ſeeing our grand Citadel, Dominica Sacre, 


* Doſt thou not, ingenious Reader, admire in this noble 
Allegory, the genuine Beauties of John Bunyan, Author of 
the Pilgrim's Progreſs, whoſe Works the Vicar from his In- 
fancy admired, and whoſe Stile he faithfully imitates. 

voted 
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voted to Demolition, though it is as unlike 
an indefenfible Outwork, as the Tower of 
London. It is wiſhed that thoſe Gentlemen 
may be undeceived by the Authority of a 
Council of War. 


Another Obje& of the general wiſh of 
the Army, is, that a Court-Martial be called 
to try all diſorderly Officers as well as pri- 
vate Men, eſpecially ſuch as are Guilty if 
not of Deſertion, at leaſt of running from 
their Colours. 


Many of the younger Warrant- Officers 
of the two Academic Regiments are parti- 
cularly charged with not only renouncing 
all Military Character and Decorum ; but 
even lofing their Regimentals; whereof 
being deprived in no very reputable Way, 
they cannot procure them ſo 'much as to 
mount Guard ; but ſcower away on a Guard 
Morning to their reſpective Poſts, dreſſed 
like Barbers, Manciples, or any thing ra- 
ther than what they are. As this is the ve- 
ry Crime which produces ſo much Flogging 
in St. James's-Park, ſuppoſe their Colonels 

ſhould 
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ſhould allot every ſuch Criminal 300 
Laſhes, Moſt of them may perhaps be able 
to plead that they have already received 
3000 Strokes of Contempt, and Marks ot 
Infamy, from the impartial Cenſure of their 
offended Country, but Puniſhments which 
work no Reformation are not to be pleaded 
in Abatement of what is due for reiterated 
Offences. What Hope can there be of an 
Officer who is aſham'd of his Commiſſion, 
and delights to ridicule the Service, by his 
own burleſque Figure ? 


F -. ee 
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SR C 2. ak 
ADVICE t PULPITS. 


WAs ſo well pleas'd with the Vicar's 
Honeſty that I could not forbear giving 
him a little good Advice with Reſpect to 
his Zeal. Sir, ſaid I, pray be not too for- 
ward to meddle with Subjects which you are 
not ſure that you are permitted to handle ; 
what have you to do to reform the Great ? 
You Preachers ſhould keep to general Dcc- 
trines, or if you will now and then have a 
Fling at any particularVice, take Care that it 
be only in ſuch Places where none are guilty, 
or ſo much as ſuſpected of it. It is well 
for you that your Lot is fallen in a very ſmall 
Pariſh; if you wereto preachasyou do againſt 
Blaſphemy, Adultery, or Sabbath-breaking, 
in ſome Places, the Congregation would tit- 
ter and whiſper one another, that you mean 
ſome neighbouring Peer, or Knight of a 
Shire, or Lord of a Manour. But above all 
take Care to avoid all Words and Phraſes that 
are polluted by Party Uſe; you are apt, I 
mult tell you, to make too free in your Ser- 
mons with the term Corruption, by which, 
I, who 
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I, who underſtand you, know you mean 
only original Sin, or its permanent Conſe- 
quence, a general Depravity of Manners, 
but were you to mention Corruption in a 
Borough Town, you would be thought to 
mean Parliamentary Venality, be marked as 
diſaffected, and have your Name ſent up 
next Poſt. You had better make yourſelf 
Maſter of the Modiſh Stile of the Pulpit. 
Do not you remember Hemer's Deſcription 


of Ulyſſes, His Words fell from him like the 
feathered Snow. 


Learn the ſmooth, eaſy, flowing, ſoft, 


elegant, harmonious, unalarming, whipp'd 
Syllabub Oratory, which has raifed ſo many 
worthy Clergymen to Dignities. 


He bowed and ſhook his Head, as fear- 
ing he had not genius enough to excel in fo 
polite a Taſte. | 


F 2 CRE'T, 
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SE CT. XI. 


CONCLUSION. 


T is Time for the Guardians of Re- 
ligion to conſider what can be done for 
the Preſervation of ſome ſmall Remains of 
it in this Proteſtant Nation. There are but 
four difterent Methods which they have to 
chooſe out of. They may labour to keep 
up a little faint Appearance of Religion 
among the Vulgar, but entirely neglect, 
and connive at the Great. Or they may 
give the Vulgar a juſt Abhorrence of the 
Profaneneſs of too many of the Nobles; or 
they may try either to raiſe the Vulgar up 
to the Politeneſs of their Superiors, or to 
depreſs the Grand to the unfaſhionable 
common Senſe of the Vulgar. The firſt is 
the ſafeſt and moſt inoffenſive Method, but 
it has been tried long enough without Suc- 
ceſs, The ſecond is the eaſieſt, for it will 
coſt very little Pains to expoſe People, who 
are forward to expoſe themſelves. But this 


Method 
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Method I utterly diſlike, as it tends to Se- 
dition and Levelling. For though per- 


haps not many Tears will be ſhed when di- 
vers ancient and noble Families which have 
been the forwardeſt in encouraging Infide- 
lity and Debauchery, ſhall be extinguiſhed 
by their Vices, I would not have a Hand in 
their Deſtruction. 


If the third Method ſhall be approv'd, 
it will be proper for the Biſhops at their 
next Viſitation, to give it in Charge to the 
Clergy, that they take Care to promote Po- 
liteneſs, or new-faſhioned Chriſtianity, as 
well by their Example as their Preaching, 
and to that End that they play a Game or 
two with the Churchwardens and Veſtry- 
men every Sunday-Evening, immediately 
after divine Service, in the Face of the Con- 
gregation, and that the Churchwardens be 
ordered to provide Cards, Dice, and Back- 
gammon Tables at the Expence of the Pa- 
riſhes ; Theſe, I think, need not be ſet upon 
the Communion-Table juſt at preſent, it 
will be as well if they are kept in the three- 
lock'd Cheſt, and uſed only in the Belfry, 
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or Church-porch, till Time ſhall gradually 
wear off the Prejudices of Education. But 
as it cannot be exactly foreſeen how much 
diſguſt this Innovation and additional Ex- 
pence to Pariſhes may excite, and as I have 
ſome Suſpicion that it may not be quite 
agreeable to thoſe excellent Friends of our 
Church, the free and candid Diſquiſitors, 
who as fond as they are of Novelty and 
Change, may not happen to reliſh a Change 
that is not the Offspring of their own happy 
Inventions. I could rather wiſh the fourth 
Method were tried. 


This it muſt be owned is attended with 
Difficulties. It may be aſked, who has 
Authority enough to repreſs the extravagant 
Inſults on Religion, Virtue, and Decency, 
which great Men are ſometimes in the Hu- 
mour to exhibit? Though the Claws of 
that once formidable Vulture, Eccleſiaſtical 
Diſcipline, are now pared fo cloſe, that ſhe 
never ſeizes any Creature bigger than a Spar- 
row, yet the Royal Eagle has Wings and 
Talents ſufficient to reſtrain the Inſolence 
of Owls and Buzzards. Our Sovereign 

| wants 
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wants neither Authority nor Inclination to 
ſuppreſs Vice and Irreligion in the higheſt 
Subject. The Patrons of thoſe Infernal 
Qualities can never get them into Faſhion 
while Loyalty prevails, and any of the pre- 
ſent Royal Family fit on the Throne. If 
theſe People do not read the Bible, cannot 
they read the News-Papers? They will find 
there his Majeſty on all Occaſions expreſſing 
a moſt generous and affectionate Concern for 
perpetuating our Enjoyment of true Religi- 
on. But the laſt News drew Tears of Joy 
and Gratitude into my Eyes, when I ob- 
ſerved him conducting to the Chapel the 
mournful Princeſs, and Royal Orphans, to 
convince them that divine Worſhip is the 
beſt Cure of Grief; to accuſtom his young 
Succeſſor betimes to delight in the publick 
Exerciſe of Devotion, and to ſecure to our 
Poſterity that ineſtimable Bleſſing which we 
have long enjoy'd, A bright Example of 
Religion on the Throne. Why ſhould ſuch 
a King be for ever oppoſed in his Endea- 
vours to procure for his People God's Pro- 
tection and Bleſſing, by encouraging them 
to attend on his Service? The Point he 

has 
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has moſt at Heart, and oppoſed only by a 
ſtrange Complication of Folly, Vanity, and 
Impiety. But theſe ſcoffing Heroes may be 
reclaimed without much Severity; There is 
not one of them but would turn Methodiſt | 
rather than be baniſhed the Court, though 1 
they regard not an Excluſion from the | 
Kingdom of Heaven. 
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